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FREE STUDENT RESOURCE

VCE EXAM RESET PACK
Units 3 & 4 Legal Studies | 2026

STUDY SMARTER. STRESS LESS.
YOUR EXAM DATE

Friday 6 November 2026 | 3:00 pm - 5:15 pm
Plan to arrive at least 30 minutes early and check your individual timetable and VCAA examination rules.

USE THIS PACK TO

Work out what you actually know, break revision into manageable tasks, practise retrieval and exam 
questions, track mistakes, and plan the final weeks without trying to study everything at once.

Designed for visual learners and students who benefit from clear, low-overwhelm study structures.

Mind for Learning™ | Learning Reimagined, Creating Brighter Futures
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START HERE: THE 20-MINUTE RESET

THE RULE

When revision feels too big, shrink the task - not the goal. One focused 20-minute cycle is better than an 
hour spent deciding what to do.

Your 20-minute cycle

5 MIN RECALL from memory

5 MIN CHECK and correct

5 MIN APPLY to one question or scenario

5 MIN MARK confidence and choose the next weak point

My first study target
☐  One topic I need to work on: ______________________________________________

☐  One exam question I will attempt: _________________________________________

☐  One thing I will STOP doing today: ________________________________________

Quick reset checklist
☐  Phone out of reach / Do Not Disturb

☐  Water nearby

☐  Only the materials for this task open

☐  Timer set

☐  Clear finish point chosen
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TRAFFIC-LIGHT YOUR COURSE

DO NOT REVISE EVERYTHING EQUALLY

RED = cannot explain without notes. AMBER = can explain some of it but cannot apply/evaluate confidently. 
GREEN = can explain, apply and evaluate.

AREA OF STUDY RED AMBER GREEN NEXT ACTION

Unit 3 AOS 1
The Victorian 
Criminal Justice 
System

☐ ☐ ☐ ____________________
____________________

Unit 3 AOS 2
The Victorian Civil 
Justice System

☐ ☐ ☐ ____________________
____________________

Unit 4 AOS 1
The People and the 
Law-Makers

☐ ☐ ☐ ____________________
____________________

Unit 4 AOS 2
The People and 
Reform

☐ ☐ ☐ ____________________
____________________

STUDY ORDER

Start with RED. Your goal is not to make everything green at once. Move one red to amber, then one amber 
to green.

My top three priorities
☐  1. _______________________________________________________________________

☐  2. _______________________________________________________________________

☐  3. _______________________________________________________________________
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WEEKLY EXAM STUDY PLANNER

PLAN TASKS, NOT VAGUE HOURS

Write exactly what “done” looks like. Example: “Complete two Unit 3 AOS 1 questions and correct them” is 
better than “Study Legal for 2 hours”.

DAY ONE MUST-DO TASK 20-MIN SPRINT CHECK / CORRECT

Monday ☐ ☐

Tuesday ☐ ☐

Wednesday ☐ ☐

Thursday ☐ ☐

Friday ☐ ☐

Saturday ☐ ☐

Sunday ☐ ☐

This week I will protect…
☐  A realistic sleep / finish time

☐  One evening or block with no Legal revision

☐  Food, water and movement

☐  Time to correct work - not just complete it
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ACTIVE RECALL: THE BLANK-PAGE TEST

HOW TO USE IT

Choose ONE topic. Set a 5-minute timer. Write everything you can remember without notes. Then use your 
notes to add missing information in a different colour.

Topic

________________________________________________________________________________

What I can recall WITHOUT notes
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

What I missed / confused
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

NEXT STEP

Turn the missed points into 2-3 retrieval questions and test them again tomorrow.
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EXAM QUESTION TRACKER

PRACTICE QUESTIONS ARE REVISION

Do not wait until you “know everything”. Answer, check, identify the gap, review it, then try again.

DATE TOPIC TASK WORD MARKS SCORE WHAT COST ME 
MARKS?

AFTER EVERY QUESTION

Circle the task word. Ask: Did my response actually do what that word required? Then write the ONE change 
that would improve the next answer.
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MY EXAM ERROR LOG

MISTAKES ARE USEFUL DATA

A practice score is not a prediction. Use each mistake to decide what to revise next.

QUESTION / TOPIC WHAT I DID WHAT A STRONGER ANSWER 
NEEDED

NEXT REVISION ACTION

Common reasons marks disappear
☐  I answered the topic, not the task word

☐  I described instead of explaining / analysing / evaluating

☐  I did not use the stimulus enough

☐  I gave a rule but did not apply it

☐  I needed more accurate legal terminology

☐  I ran out of time / wrote too much on an earlier question
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PRACTICE EXAM PLANNER

BUILD UP TO EXAM CONDITIONS

A full practice exam helps you practise switching between topics, using stimulus material and managing 
time. Start untimed if needed, then increase realism.

DATE PAPER / SOURCE CONDITIONS SCORE / RESULT TOP 2 FIXES

Use the most relevant material first

VCAA identifies the 2024 and 2025 Legal Studies examinations as relating to the current study design. 
Examinations from 2017-2023 relate to previous study designs and are not necessarily a guide to the current 
examination.

CURRENT EXAM PREPARATION

Check the current VCAA examination specifications and your school’s advice before practising exact 
conditions. For 2026, the Legal Studies examination is scheduled for Friday 6 November, 3:00 pm - 5:15 pm.
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FINAL-WEEK CHECKLIST

THE FINAL WEEK IS FOR TARGETING, NOT PANIC

Use your traffic lights and error log. Revisit weak points, practise application, and keep routines steady.

☐  I have reviewed all four Areas of Study and know my RED topics.

☐  I can explain key concepts without copying textbook wording.

☐  I can recognise common task words and adjust my response.

☐  I have practised using stimulus material in my answers.

☐  I have corrected practice questions and recorded recurring errors.

☐  I have completed at least one realistic timed practice block / paper.

☐  I know my exam venue, arrival time and permitted materials.

☐  I have planned a sensible finish time for study the night before.

☐  I will avoid downloading lots of new resources at the last minute.

☐  I will keep moving if one exam question feels difficult.

My calm exam-day reminders

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

EXAM DAY

Read carefully. Notice the task word. Use the stimulus. Watch your time. One difficult question does not 
decide the whole paper.

You do not need to feel perfectly ready. You need a plan you can follow.
Source note: 2026 exam date/time from the VCAA 2026 VCE examination timetable. Current-study-design past-exam note from the VCAA 

Legal Studies examination webpage. Mind for Learning™ is independent and is not affiliated with or endorsed by VCAA.
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